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Assessment and Evaluation
We examine purpose, methods, results, and impact in the 
field of assessing student capacity and learning in developing 
countries. We offer training to encourage sound monitoring 
methods. 
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Modules:

1: Introduction to the training series

2: Fundamentals of project design

3: MEL plans and indicator development

4: Collecting and managing data for performance monitoring

5: Evaluation
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Disability and Inclusion
With an estimated 15 percent of the world’s population having 
a disability, persons with disabilities are a minority that cannot 
be ignored. Education systems, educators, communities, 
and family members must prioritize the right of all children 
to have full access to high-quality instruction and learning 
environments, including those with identified or unidentified 
disabilities.
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Early Childhood Development
We investigate factors affecting children’s early cognitive and 
physical development, as well as their educational success.
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effectiveness.
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Language
We investigate the effects of language policies and 
multilingualism on teachers’ instruction and children’s 
learning.
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Mathematics
As with literacy skills, having foundational mathematics 
skills correlates with students’ future accomplishments. 
We assess competencies, recommend instructional 
approaches, and measure the impact of mathematics 
interventions.
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Review, 5(3), 143–164. https://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/
article/view/473

Piper, B., Sitabkhan, Y., & Nderu, E. (2018). Mathematics from the 
beginning: Evaluating the Tayari pre-primary program’s impact 
on early mathematics skills. Global Education Review, 5(3), 57–81. 
https://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/view/434

Sitabkhan, Y. A., & Platas, L. (2018). Early mathematics counts: 
Promising instructional strategies from low- and middle-income 
countries. Occasional Paper No. OP-0055-1807. RTI Press.  
doi: 10.3768/rtipress.2018.op.0055.1807

Sitabkhan, Y., Platas, L. M., & Ketterlin-Geller, L. R. (2018). Capturing 
children’s mathematical knowledge: An assessment framework. 
Global Education Review, 5(3), 106–124. https://ger.mercy.edu/
index.php/ger/article/view/430

Pandemic Research and Responses
We prepare timely research and thought pieces regarding 
effects of the coronavirus pandemic and other long-term 
disruptions on education systems and interventions 
across the globe. 

2021
Angrist, N., de Barros, A., Bhula, R., Chakera, S., Cummiskey, C., 

DeStefano, J., Floretta, J., Kaffenberger, M., Piper, B., & Stern, J. 
(2021). Building back better to avert a learning catastrophe: 
Estimating learning loss from COVID-19 school shutdowns 
in Africa and facilitating short-term and long-term learning 
recovery. International Journal of Educational Development–
UNICEF Special Edition, 84, article no. 102397. doi: 10.1016/j.
ijedudev.2021.102397

Bulat, J. (2021, September 7). Building blocks for a brighter future: 
How a kindergarten program prepared Liberian children for 
school, even during COVID. SharEd, RTI International. https://
shared.rti.org/content/building-blocks-brighter-future-how-
kindergarten-program-prepared-liberian-children-school-1 
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Jordan, R., Pouezevara, S., Zangari, M., Carrol, B., Rakusin, M., 
& Mamytova, A. (2021). MEL-Tech case studies: Lessons learned 
from technology-supported remote trainings in five countries 
during the pandemic. SharEd, RTI International. https://shared.rti.
org/content/mel-tech-case-studies-lessons-learned-technology-
supported-remote-trainings-five-countries  

Kishore, A., Neff, V., Strigel, C., & Morency-Notario, P. (2021). 
Governments’ organizational responses to COVID-19: Igniting 
interest and institutional capacity in EdTech. Study report. 
Prepared on behalf of the Basic Education Coalition EdTech 
Working Group. https://www.basiced.org/s/BEC-EdTech-Survey-
Report_9132021.pdf 

Pouezevara, S., De Leon, M. P., Sowa, P., Randolph, E., & 
Betts, K. (2021). Philippines Remote Learning Study on mother-
tongue-based multilingual education reading instruction during 
COVID-19. Briefs series for USAID:

#1: Supporting home learning partners. https://bit.ly/3oLcVbh  

#2: Teaching and learning materials. https://bit.ly/3uZnqvN 

#3: Use of technology. https://bit.ly/3HEMknL 

#4: Student engagement. https://bit.ly/3JjKKrV 

#5: Overcoming challenges. https://bit.ly/3GOi60i  

#6: School leadership. https://bit.ly/3JlbND5 

#7: Literacy instructional practice. https://bit.ly/3sCO3U7 

Sabates, R., Carter, E. & Stern, J. M. B. (2021). Using educational 
transitions to estimate learning loss due to COVID-19 school 
closures: The case of Complementary Basic Education in Ghana. 
International Journal of Educational Development, 82, article no. 
102377. doi: 10.1016/j.ijedudev.2021.102377

2020
Carrol, B. A. (2020). Top 10 lessons learned from implementing 

remote learning through IVR [interactive voice response] in 
Malawi. SharEd, RTI International. https://shared.rti.org/content/
top-10-lessons-learned-implementing-remote-learning-
through-ivr-malawi

Pouezevara, S. (2020, September 3). Using the EdTech ecosystem 
profile to support COVID 19 response planning. SharEd, RTI 
International. https://shared.rti.org/content/using-edtech-
ecosystem-profile-support-covid-19-response-planning

Pouezevara, S., Ryan, J., & Bazer, S. (2020). School-based 
technology and the shift to remote learning during COVID-19: 
Exploring remote learning readiness of school districts in the 
Philippines. White Paper. Prepared for USAID under the 
All Children Reading–Asia program, the Philippines. RTI 
International. https://shared.rti.org/content/school-based-
technology-and-shift-remote-learning-during-covid-19-
exploring-remote-learning

Randolph, E., Jukes, M. C. H., Norman, J. R., & Tibenda, J. (2020, 
May 19). Co-creation of teaching activities during COVID-19. 
SharEd, RTI International. https://shared.rti.org/content/co-
creation-teaching-activities-during-covid-19

Tan-Choi, A., Tinio, V., Castillo-Canales, D., Lim, C., Modesto, J., & 
Pouezevara, S. (2020). Teacher’s guide for remote learning during 
school closures and beyond: Quick decision-making guide for 
rapid start up and continuity of learning [Commissioned work]. 
Quezon City: Foundation for Information Technology Education 
and Development. https://tsdownload.i-scream.co.kr/tscream/
v1.0/resources/download/Teachers-Guide-for-Remote-Learning-
FINAL-April-2020.pdf

Policies and Systems
We research individual countries’ policies in education 
data management, systems, finance, accountability, 
decentralization, budgeting, and planning and 
management, as well as the international community’s 
contributions to such policies.

2023
Van Ravens, J., Crouch, L., Merseth King, K., Hartwig, E. A., & Aggio, 

C. (2023). The preschool entitlement: A locally adaptable policy 
instrument to expand and improve preschool education. Occasional 
Paper No. OP-0082-2302. RTI Press. doi: 10.3768/rtipress.2023.
op.0082.2302

2022
Bulat, J., & Gove, A. K. (2022). Commentary: Vulnerable children— 

A global perspective. New Directions for Child and Adolescent 
Development. doi: 10.1002/cad.20461

Christodoulou, J. A., Okano, K. H., Gove, A., McBride, C., Raihani, R., 
Strigel, C., Pérez, L. T., & Chakraborty, A. (2022). Diversity and 
social justice in education. Chapter 4 in E. A. Vickers, K. Pugh, & L. 
Gupta (Eds.), Reimagining education: The international science and 
evidence-based education assessment (pp. 256–327), Education 
2030, Working Group 02. Series editors: A. K. Duraiappah, N. 
M. van Atteveldt, et al. UNESCO, Mahatma Ghandi Institute of 
Education for Peace and Sustainable Development. https://
unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380982/PDF/380982eng.
pdf.multi

Platas, L., Perry, L., Piper, B. L., & Sitabkhan, Y. A. (2022). School-
entry predictors of lower primary reading and mathematics 
achievement in Kenya. Research in Comparative and International 
Education, 17(3), 441–459. doi: 10.1177/17454999221084414

Randolph, E., Faris, B., & Uichico, S. (2022). Co-designing prototypes 
for future learning spaces: A field guide for scaling future learning 
spaces innovation in the Philippines. Prepared for USAID under 
the All Children Reading–Asia program, the Philippines. RTI 
International. https://shared.rti.org/content/co-designing-
prototypes-future-learning-spaces-field-guide-scaling-future-
learning-spaces 

Samoff, J., & Carrol, B. A. (2022). Education in Africa: Not 
remediation but transformation and innovation. In C. A. Torres, 
R. F. Arnove, & L. I. Misiaszek (Eds.), Comparative education: 
The dialectic of the global and the local (5th ed.). Rowman and 
Littlefield.

Vazquez, T. (2022, September 30). Improving children’s reading in 
Liberia: Results from the NORC impact evaluation of the Read 
Liberia Activity. SharEd, RTI International. https://shared.rti.org/
content/improving-childrens-reading-liberia-results-norc-impact-
evaluation-read-liberia-activity-0 
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Vazquez, T. (2022, December 23). Sustaining and extending reading 
improvements in Liberia beyond the life of the Activity. ShareEd, 
RTI International. https://shared.rti.org/content/sustaining-and-
extending-reading-improvements%C2%A0-liberia-beyond-life-
activity

2021
Crouch, L., Kaffenberger, M., & Savage, L. (2021). Using learning 

profiles to inform education priorities: An editors’ overview of the 
Special Issue. International Journal of Educational Development, 86, 
article no. 102477. doi: 10.1016/j.ijedudev.2021.102477

Crouch, L. A., Rolleston, C. & Gustafsson, M. (2021). Eliminating 
global learning poverty: The importance of equalities and equity. 
International Journal of Educational Development, 82, article 
no. 102250. doi: 10.1016/j.ijedudev.2020.102250

Sowa, P., Jordan, R., Ralaingita, W., & Piper, B. (2021). Higher 
grounds: Practical guidelines for forging learning pathways in upper 
primary education. Occasional Paper No. OP-0069-2105. RTI Press. 
doi: 10.3768/rtipress.2021.op.0069.2105

Stern, J., Jukes, M., Piper, B., DeStefano, J., Mejia, J., Dubeck, P., 
Carrol, B., Jordan, R., Gatuyu, C., Nduku, T., Punjabi, M., Harris 
Van Keuren, C., & Tufail, F. (2021). Learning at Scale: Interim report. 
Prepared for the Center for Global Development and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. RTI International. https://shared.rti.
org/content/learning-scale-interim-report# 

Taylor-Pearce, M., Carrol, B., & Bindi, G. (2021). School principals 
making sense of a national reform agenda: The case of Sierra 
Leone. International Journal of Leadership in Education (e-pub 
ahead of print), 1–20. doi: 10.1080/13603124.2021.1889684

2020
Crouch, L. A. (2020, July 8). Systems implications for core instructional 

support lessons from Sobral (Brazil), Puebla (Mexico), and Kenya. 
RISE Programme Insight Note Series. https://riseprogramme.org/
publications/systems-implications-core-instructional-support-
lessons-sobral-brazil-puebla-mexico

2019
Thulare, T. D., Spoolstra, C., Dombrowski, E., Jordan, R. G., & 

Nabacwa, R. (2019). A comparative policy analysis of the 
comprehensive refugee response framework in Uganda and 
Kenya. In A. W. Wiseman, L. Damaschke-Deitrick, E. L. Galegher, 
& M. F. Park (Eds.), Comparative perspectives on refugee youth 
education: Dreams and realities in educational systems worldwide 
(1st ed., pp. 131–154). Routledge Research in International and 
Comparative Education. doi: 10.4324/9780429433719-6

Weatherholt, T., Jordan, R., Crouch, L., Barnett, E., & Pressley, J. K. 
(2019). Challenges of over-enrollment in the early years of primary 
school in Uganda. International Journal of Early Childhood, 51(1), 
23–40. doi: 10.1007/s13158-019-00238-3

2018
Crouch, L. A., & Hoadley, U. (2018). The transformation of South 

Africa’s system of basic education. In B. Levy, R. Cameron, U. 
Hoadley, & V. Naidoo (Eds.), The politics and governance of basic 
education: A tale of two South African provinces (pp. 27–60). Oxford 
University Press.

Piper, B., DeStefano, J., Kinyanjui, E. M., & Ong’ele, S. (2018). Scaling 
up successfully: Lessons from Kenya’s Tusome national literacy 
program. Journal of Educational Change, 19(3), 293–321.  
doi: 10.1007/s10833-018-9325-4

Piper, B., Merseth King, K., & Ngaruiya, S. (2018). Scaling up early 
childhood development and education in a devolved setting: 
Policy making, resource allocations, and impacts of the Tayari 
school readiness program in Kenya. Global Education Review, 5(2), 
47–68. https://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/view/397 

Schuler, B. R., Saksvig, B. I., Nduka, J., Beckerman, S., Jaspers, L., 
Black, M. M., & Hager, E. R. (2018). Barriers and enablers to 
the implementation of school wellness policies: An economic 
perspective. Health Promotion Practice, 19(6), 873–883.  
doi: 10.1177/1524839917752109

Simmons Zuilkowski, S. S., Piper, B., Ong’ele, S. A., & Kiminza, O. 
(2018). Parents, quality and school choice: Why parents in Nairobi 
choose low-cost private schools over public schools in Kenya’s 
Free Primary Education era. Oxford Review of Education, 44(2), 
258–274. doi: 10.1080/03054985.2017.1391084

Social and Emotional Learning
We consider social and cultural factors that have an impact 
on children’s learning, life skills, and emotional well-being.

2023
Jukes, M. C. H., Mgonda, N. L., Tibenda, J. L., & Sitabkhan, Y. 

(2023). The role of teachers’ implicit social goals in pedagogical 
reforms in Tanzania. Oxford Review of Education, 49(1), 10–28. doi: 
10.1080/03054985.2022.2093178

2022
Jukes, M. C. H., Mgonda, N. L., Tibenda, J. L., & Sitabkhan, Y. 2022). 

The role of teachers’ implicit social goals in pedagogical reforms in 
Tanzania. Oxford Review of Education, 1–19.  
doi: 10.1080/03054985.2022.2093178 

Norman, J. R., Jukes, M. C. H., Randolph, E., Sowa, P. A., & 
Harden, K. K. (2022). Promoting social and emotional learning 
in the classroom: A guide to evidence-based practices in low- and 
middle-income countries. RTI International. https://www.rti.org/
sites/default/files/sel_guidebook_30sept22_2_final.pdf

2021
Jukes, M. C. H., Mgonda, N. L., Tibenda, J. J., Gabrieli, P., 

Jeremiah, G., Betts, K. L., Williams, J., & Bub, K. L. (2021). 
Building an assessment of community‐defined social‐
emotional competencies from the ground up in Tanzania. Child 
Development, 92(6), e1095–e1109. doi: 10.1111/cdev.13673 

Jukes, M. C. H., Sitabkhan, Y. & Tibenda, J. J. (2021). Adapting 
pedagogy to cultural context. Occasional Paper No. OP-0070-2109. 
RTI Press. doi: 10.3768/rtipress.2021.op.0070.2109

2020
Jukes, M. C. H. (2020). Supporting communities across different 

contexts to promote social and emotional learning. In W. Millard 
& J. McIntosh (Eds.), Social and emotional learning and the new 
normal: A summary of The Centre for Education and Youth and STiR 
Education’s Roundtable, with accompanying expert thinkpieces 
(pp. 21–22). The Centre for Education and Youth. https://cfey.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Social-emotional-learning-report-
A4-digi.pdf
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2019
Jukes, M. C. H. (2019). Contextualizing the goals of social and 

emotional learning curricula and materials. In A. Smart, M. Sinclair, 
A. Benavot, J. Bernard, C. Chabbott, S. G. Russell, & J. Williams 
(Eds.), NISSEM Global Briefs: Educating for the social, the emotional 
and the sustainable (pp. 182–197). Open-access publication of 
the nonprofit group Networking to Integrate SDG Target 4.7 
and Social and Emotional Learning into Educational Materials 
(NISSEM). https://nissem.org/globalbriefs

Randolph, E., Burkholder, G. L., & Katende Sempa, H. (2019). The 
Journeys approach to building a safe, inclusive and positive 
school and fostering social and emotional learning. In A. Smart, 
M. Sinclair, A. Bernard, C. Chabbott, S. G. Russell. & J. H. Williams 
(Eds.), NISSEM Global Briefs: Educating for the social, the emotional 
and the sustainable (pp. 250–264). Open-access publication of 
NISSEM. https://nissem.org/globalbriefs

Randolph, E., Edwards, L., & Norman, J. (2019). The central role 
of school culture and climate in fostering social and emotional 
learning: Evidence from Malawi and Uganda. In A. Smart, M. 
Sinclair, A. Benavot, C. Chabbot, S. G. Russell, & J. H. Williams (Eds.), 
NISSEM Global Briefs: Educating for the social, the emotional and the 
sustainable (pp. 198–214). https://nissem.org/globalbriefs

2018
Jukes, M., Gabrieli, P., Mgonda, N. L., Nsolezi, F., Jeremiah, G., 
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